[image: image1.png]Queensland



[image: image2.jpg]



www.animalactivism.com
University of QLD Vet School Proudly Test on Live Dogs.

Evidence provided by Whistle Blowers and Activist Investigations:
Why are some students afraid to speak out?
Despite fear of persecution, many ex veterinary students have blown the whistle on the poor conditions animals have been kept in at the UQ labs. Eyewitness accounts describe routine killing, neglect, and animals forced to endure painful procedures resulting in death.

Graduate of UQ Veterinary School states:
It is absolutely normal for all first & second year students to dissect formaldehyde preserved greyhounds. There is an enormous supply that regularly comes to the back doors of the anatomy building. I remember being witness to a station wagon load of rejected racing greyhounds who, one by one were led out of the car into the dissection room to be euthanased.  The supply of greyhounds is quite regular, at least monthly if not fortnightly. It is also very easy for someone who knows where the dissection room is to walk by and actually see the killed preserved greyhounds all lined up on their backs, legs in the air next to one another on racks.  At the beginning of the semester it is not unusual to see approximately 20 to 30 dogs.  As there is usually around 100-120 students one dog is shared amongst 4 students you can see that a lot of dogs end up used in universities.  Then you have second year as well to supply dogs to for anatomy practice

It seems as if there is an agreement with the greyhound racing industry people [and] the university, as anyone can see the dogs being led into the dissection room in broad daylight. It is a very public area and there is absolutely no discretion practiced. Some of the students have even put some of the dogs down under supervision, then the co-ordinators of the anatomy classes take them for preserving; I might add that many times in dissection classes I personally had to abandon the dissection as the fumes from the formalin greatly irritated the eyes, nose and throat so much that it was impossible to continue.  Other students also complained of this on numerous occasions.  I can guarantee you that the Australian racing authorities are totally incorrect in saying that greyhounds are not used in veterinary schools as I can take anyone who wishes to see the set up to see it for themselves.  Could I ask you kindly, to not use my name in any correspondence you may have with any university or animal body in Australia as in the past I have experienced discrimination and prejudice due to my conscientious beliefs.  I would be very grateful for this.

Rejected racing greyhounds killed for experiments.

The Australasian greyhound racing industry is passing on countless greyhounds that are no longer fast enough or making them a profit by selling or donating them to vivisection laboratories for experimentation, dissection, and surgical training.  These helpless victims that have already been betrayed by the racing industry are adding to the number of tortured animals suffering in vivisection laboratories.  Investigations into the University of Queensland veterinary science labs have uncovered truckloads of healthy animals left to suffer and die through experimentation at the UQ laboratories.


The Animal Care and Protection Act 2001 has strong penalties for those who are cruel to animals. It is intended to be proactive and focus on improved welfare for animals: protect animals from cruelty and safeguard the welfare of animals used for scientific purposes.  The DPI, RSPCA and Police can enforce the ACT.    Codes of Practice are national welfare standards and outline minimum acceptable animal welfare standards.  It is an offence not to comply with the Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes.

UQ vet Graduate:

”She was the only one who protested against the killing of live dogs in teaching vet science. She said she was marked down in her course for verbally protesting. She also said dogs used in her vet course were sourced from a pound (shelter). The University also picked up unwanted greyhounds to be used and killed by the students”. She also stated hearing a dog continuously screaming in pain for about 5 minutes.  And went into the back room to see why the dog was screaming. She said: “the person with the dog said it was being pumped full of a chemical to preserve it. When she asked why the dog was screaming, she was told it was being "a sook" (cowardly and weak minded colloquialism) over its injection”. A chemical is injected into some sedated dogs to help preserve them before they are killed (a chemical so potent, the fumes from which often irritates the eyes and lungs of students). Keeping them alive during the process allows the heart to pump the chemical evenly around the dog's body to preserve the body.

Mobile vet, horrified by greyhounds that were being brought in to the Uni by truck for euthanasia said: “that they were left in the truck for long periods of time and that they could smell the stench of dead dogs and were very agitated”. The vet was very concerned as she said that: “experiments were carried out on greyhounds while under anaesthetic and when these had concluded they were 'pickled' while still under, so that the students could then learn about different parts of the greyhound, the organs, muscles and bones etc”.

Despite the overwhelming scientific evidence, humane teaching methods are still resisted in many universities, resulting in fierce struggles with students unwilling to harm animals for their education. Unlike academic staff, students cannot be fired, and ethical and courageous students have been the most powerful advocates of humane alternatives. Despite frequent faculty opposition, their committed and professional campaigns on several campuses around the world have recently resulted in the elimination of many labs in which animals were previously killed, saving hundreds of dogs, frogs, pigs, sheep, guinea pigs, mice and rats annually.

Thirty-three Australian and eight New Zealand university campuses offer three or more courses likely to use animals. For each of these campuses I am seeking students willing to post www.LearningWithoutKilling.info leaflets (downloadable from the home page) on all campus biomedical (biological, veterinary, medical) student notice boards, and to maintain them there, for the duration of semester. I aim to show biomedical students there is no need to kill to learn how to heal, or to study the biological sciences generally. I’m willing to pay $50 per campus if monthly dated .JPG format photos of posted leaflets are emailed to me, and $20 otherwise.  So if you’d like to make some easy money, and just maybe help to save the lives of animals killed on your campus, please contact me ASAP.

Dr Andrew Knight, Veterinarian

RSPCA “Pound Dogs in Research”

There does not seem to be any specific legislation that prohibits the use of pound animals in university research, however the 2004 RSPCA Policy states (on page 104) "1.5.1. RSPCA Australia opposes the use of animals, dead or alive or parts thereof, from any shelter for animal experimentation." and "1.5.2. Animals sheltered or owned by the RSPCA should not be a resource for blood, organs or any other tissue."

All of the greyhounds at UQ according to their records were used for blood donation.

It was noted at a visit to the kennels that ‘Sandy’ had not been walked in 7 months.  She had been tested on by the students for almost a year.  The Acting Manager denied this on film when activists showed her the UQ record that proved that this dog had not been walked in 7 months despite being closely confined.

How advantageous is it to teach young vets to deliberately and unnecessarily kill healthy animals?

Where does this foster compassion in vets?

Why are some students afraid to speak out?

These are questions being raised by concerned students and activists who are calling on the University of Queensland to save the lives of hundreds of needy animals, move out of the dark ages and enforce a ban on animal experimentation.


Professor Roger S Swift 

Executive dean 

Faculty of Natural Resources, Agriculture and Veterinary Science
The University of Queensland
Gatton Qld 4343 Australia
Telephone  (07) 5460 1201
International  +61 7 5460 1201
Facsimile   (07) 5460 1109
Email deannravs@uqg.uq.edu.au
Internet  www.uq.edu.au/nravs
For more Information See: 
http://www.animalactivism.org/campaigns/laboratory_animals/
http://www.greyhoundaction.co.uk
www.LearningWithoutKilling.info
info@learningwithoutkilling.info
Page 2 of booklet: ‘Volunteer Dog Walking’ states that:�The University of Queensland is one of only a few vet schools in Australia where live animals are used as part of the teaching regime.  The vet students are very fortunate to have these animals and treat them with the highest regard and respect and consider it an immense privilege to be able to learn from these animals


As well as this, the vet school is heavily involved in world-class studies involving animals.  It is the policy of many of the companies conducting studies with the Vet school that we re-home the animals once the study that they have been involved with is completed.  This is the case for many of the dogs in the Animal House at present


.�





On the 30th April 2004 animal activists attended an information session held by the Acting Manager on volunteer dog walking.  She stated that the dogs came from Caboolture dog pound (do not re-home) or Logan dog pound (have re-homing program).  She did not state where the greyhounds came from.  She stated that greyhounds were not re-homed and were destroyed when they had finished their use as blood donors.  The status of the greyhounds was checked following the info session and they were all found to have ‘yellow tags’, which means they are to be re-homed.  Their personal documents also stated that they had a home already arranged. Greyhounds International was contacted to update them on the investigation.  They stated that they had found that universities have lied about the re homing of greyhounds to prevent people reacting to the fate of these dogs.
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If you are disgusted and outraged by the treatment of animals by those respected and trusted in society to care for animals.  Then Contact Them and Demand an End to the torture.








