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Racing industry still going to the dogs!
Massive ad campaign fails to halt decline

According to figures recently released by the
British Greyhound Racing Board, attendances
at dog tracks fell by a further 4.1% in 2007,
failing to halt a slump, which has seen a
17.5% attendance decline since 2001. ¢ V
This was despite a huge television advertising  |& @{
campaign aimed at persuading more people

to go to greyhound racing, which must have
cost the industry £millions.

Attendances were down at two-thirds of
Britain's major tracks, prompting BGRB
Chairman David Lipsey to comment: “There is
no getting away from the fact that the overall
statistics are generally disappointing”.

Betting at dog tracks was also down, with the average on-course tote turnover per race reduced by
3.8%, and prize money fell by 4.1%.

There is no doubt that Greyhound Action's Winning Words! campaign, aimed at persuading members of
the public not to attend dog racing, has played a maijor role in bringing about this latest bit of positive
news for the greyhounds, which follows the recent closure of two major greyhound tracks, at
Walthamstow and Reading.

Good news for greyhounds in Ireland

Crowds and profits down, government subsidy cut
Irish Greyhound Board figures for the first nine months of 2008 show an 11% drop in attendances at the
country s dog tracks, W|th profits falllng by 10% from 2007 levels and tote betting also down.

TN ‘ “There is no doubt that this has been a tough year for
attendance at tracks”, said Adrian Neilan, IGB Chief Executive.
A recent budget has seen a 9% (£1.2 million) cut in the annual
subsidy pald to the IGB by the Irish government.
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“Save Our Stow” scheme scuppered

Racing return rejected
The L & Q Housing Trust, which bought

Walthamstow Stadium earlier this year, has r ! Kill
rejected plans to reopen the North-East Gpe\;hound
London greyhound track. Racingd

A group called "Save Our Stow", led by Not

greyhound racing enthusiasts, had been - Greyhounds —
campaigning to buy or lease the land from 2 ‘
L & Q in order to bring back dog racing,
which ended at the stadium in August.

Dead Certs/ |

However, in a recent statement, L & Q declared: "We do
e ‘ g not believe that having a greyhound track at the centre of
e L, || aresidential development will create either a pleasant

P e ! environment, nor one where people would want to live...

' : ™ 1 We will not consider leasing the site for greyhound racing
under any circumstances...We intend to proceed with our
original proposals to build a residential led mixed use
development...Our intention is to apply for planning
permission shortly and be on site in the latter half of 2009”.
Greyhound Action and many of our supporters had
previously written to L & Q, urging them not to allow
greyhound racing to return to the stadium.

Bookies face betting battering

Dogs could benefit from takings fall

The Reuters news agency has reported that share prices of Britain's
two biggest bookmakers, Ladbrokes and William Hill, are close to
five-year lows, with William Hill also having "debt concerns", and
experts expecting takings in betting shops "to fall by at least 3 percent
across the industry in 2009". L ;
Ladbrokes and William Hill each own two greyhound tracks and put a A| LY YOU BET "0
large amount of money into the dog racing industry, which will, | il
hopefully, now become somewhat less.

More good news from the report is that "the emergence of online
gaming, betting on a broader range of sports (particularly football), and
the proportion of profits derived from machines, have fundamentally
changed the businesses", which used to rely, almost entirely, on "old-
fashioned horse and greyhound racing".
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